
ARTG 4550 

INSTRUCTOR

KAREN STEIN 
KAREN@GOODGOODLAND.COM

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY  
COLLEGE OF ARTS, MEDIA & DESIGN

CLASS SCHEDULE

FRI
1:35PM–5:05PM

MEETING SPACE 

RYDER 427

DEGREE PROJECT 1: CONTEMPORARY DIRECTIONS IN GRAPHIC DESIGN 
SPRING 2019

C O U R S E  D E S C R I P T I O N
Draws on a range of theoretical and critical texts that address current issues and research 
methodologies in graphic design. This course is writing intensive and offers students an opportunity 
to complete weekly writing assignments and to visit local design studios, galleries, and museums. 
Writings and discussions are designed to lead to identification of a focus for ARTG 4551.

P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  C O U R S E
— to understand the many influences on design students and on contemporary designers
— to learn about issues of professional practice
— to help explain why he/she wants to be a designer
— to understand the influence of art, architecture, other design disciplines on design.
— to better the students’ writing skills
— to write about design
— to do research
— to develop basic critical language
— to design three design projects
— learn about paper and binding
— to help students learn about areas of professional design
— to learn about different job titles and responsibilities

F O R M AT
The course meets once a week for 3.5 hours. The format will include lecture, discussion, case
studies, and presentations by guests and students.

S U B J E C T  P R E R E Q U I S I T E
(a) ENGL 1111 or ENGL 1102 and (b) senior standing; graphic design majors only. — NU Core: 
Writing intensive in the major.

C O N T E N T
The course includes four research/design/writing/design projects, and a weekly discussion about 
issues of professional practice, and information about design processes and techniques. The first 
project is the writing of three responses to essays on design. The second project is a set of four pages 
about a contemporary graphic designer – one on the designer’s training and influences, two pages 
that display and describe two projects, and the last is about the student’s connection to the designer.
The third project is a catalogue that includes the selection and presentation of 12–15 items that 
help to explain why the student is a designer. Each item is accompanied by a short essay that 
describes it and explains the connection to the student. An introduction begins the catalogue. 
The fourth project includes the research and design of three proposals for a degree project that will 
be completed in a future semester.

L E A R N I N G  O U T C O M E
Students will be able to:
— to become better thinkers and writers
— to do research
— understand why they are designers
— to know more about the world of design
— know about art/design influences
— give form to content
— formulate and test good design processes
— learn how to make well-crafted, finely-detailed prototypes
— evaluate their own work, and the work of their fellow students

OFFICE HOURS

OFFICE HOURS ARE  
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
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C O U R S E  O U T L I N E
See attached schedule.

S T U D E N T  A S S E S S M E N T
Students will be assessed on their design process throughout the semester, and the final product 
of each project when it is submitted. Students will also be graded on research, writing, attendance, 
attitude, and participation. 

You will be graded on your design process and final products: 3 Responses (10%), Report on a 
Graphic Designer (30%) Why I am a Designer Catalogue (30%), 3 Degree Project proposals (25%), 
attendance/attitude/participation (5%). 

A student: strong design process / ability to come up with many different ways to solve a problem 
/ excellent research / mastery of form, functionality, and craftsmanship / frequent participation in 
critiques and discussion / strong work ethic / focussed / energetic / ability to sketch and articulate ideas 

B student: solid, well-done work / could improve on the items noted in the A-student list, in particular: 
better process, more solutions, better craft and attention to detail, more class participation

C student: does average work / fulfills assignments...not much else / frequently late / little or no class 
participation / not willing to re-work or refine projects

D student: limited effort / incomplete work / lack of skill and enthusiasm / chronic tardiness and 
unexcused absences (see attendance...) / does not follow instructions.

C O U R S E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
John Cage states that one of the general duties as a student is to “Pull everything out of your 
teacher; Pull everything out of your fellow students.” He also states that “NOthing is a mistake. 
There is no win or loose, succeed of fail, there is only make. The only rule is work. If you work it 
will lead to something. It is only those people who do all the work all the time who are the ones who 
eventually catch on to things. You can fool the fans, but not the players.” This component of the 
course is designed so that you can experiment; be self-disciplined about it (don’t wait for the teacher 
or your classmates to tell you what to do); have a positive attitude toward learning. Each step in the 
process unfolds yet another aspect of discovery. It is your job to unfold that process.

AT T E N D A N C E / B E I N G  P R O M P T
This course is a combination studio and seminar. This course can only be successful with your 
engagement, enthusiasm and hard work throughout the semester. Students are expected to be fully
present and focused for each meeting. Conversation, collaboration and critique are a key component 
of this class. Without your awareness, sensitivity and engagement, conversation is not possible.

You phone must be switched completely off during class, and I will ask you to turn it off if I see you
using it. You may use your laptops in class to take notes, research aspects of the problem, complete
coursework or otherwise contribute to the class conversation.

Attendance is the obligation of each student. Each student must plan accordingly to ensure that
they are available for class. Multiple and/or sequential absences will affect student performance.  
No absence is excused; no letters or medical notes will be accepted. Tardiness will also not be
tolerated. More than two absences may result in course failure. Three lates (falling asleep in class,
and/or leaving early) will equate to an absence. It is the responsibility of all absent students to
come prepared for the next class session.
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D I S A B I L I T Y  A C C O M M O D AT I O N S
Northeastern University strives to provide academic accommodations to students with documented 
disabilities. Accommodations are approved by the Disability Resource Center (20 Dodge Hall; www.
drc.neu.edu). Students need to register with the DRC and bring their instructors a letter from that 
office stating approved accommodations. If you will be requesting accommodations in this class, 
please let me know as soon as possible to avoid delays.

I M P O R TA N T
Plagiarism, in writing or design, will not be tolerated. if you plagiarize, you will be given a Failing (F) 
grade on the project. Write your text using your own words. If you use quoted material, use quotation 
marks and note sources. 

C O M M U N I C AT E  W I T H  M E
If you have questions outside of class please e-mail. I will respond to you as soon as possible. Keep
in mind, I generally won’t be checking e-mail late in the evenings and during the weekends. The 
questions and comments I receive from students are often relevant to the entire class. Therefore, I
will frequently use e-mail as a means of distributing pertinent project information to all of you. 
Please check email often so that you are not left out of the loop. If at any point you’d like additional 
feedback on your performance please don’t hesitate to request it.

TA K E  C A R E  O F  Y O U R S E L F
Do your best to maintain a healthy lifestyle this semester by eating well, exercising, avoiding drugs
and alcohol, getting enough sleep and taking some time to relax. This will help you achieve your
goals and cope with stress. All of us benefit from support during times of struggle. You are not
alone. There are many helpful resources available on campus and an important part of the college
experience is learning when and how to ask for help. Asking for support sooner rather than later is
often helpful. 

If you or anyone you know experiences any academic stress, difficult life events, or feelings like
anxiety or depression, I strongly encourage you to seek support. University Health & Counseling
Services is here to help: call 617-373-2772 and visit their website at https://www.northeastern.
edu/uhcs/ . Consider reaching out to a friend, faculty or family member you trust for help getting 
connected to the support that can help. If you or someone you know is feeling suicidal or in danger 
of self-harm, call someone immediately, day or night:

Counseling: 617-373-2772
We Care Office: 104 Ell Hall
617.373.4384

If the situation is life threatening, call the police:
On campus Police: 617.373.3333
Off campus: 911

If you have questions about this or your coursework, please let me know.


